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Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People — Fourth Report — 
“Annual Report 2018–19” 

Resumed from 28 November 2019. 

Motion 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: I move — 

That the report be noted. 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: I do not think it is appropriate that the “Annual Report 2018–19” for the Joint Standing 
Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People be noted without any comment. I thank the chair, 
Hon Dr Sally Talbot, for authoring the chair’s foreword and drawing to our attention that the committee kept under 
review the state government’s ongoing response to the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child 
Sexual Abuse. It is worth noting that the committee comprises two members of the government and two members 
of the opposition—one member of the government from this place, one member of the opposition from this place 
and the same from the other place. I must say that the customary way in which this particular committee has been 
formed was, until the fortieth Parliament, the same way the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime 
Commission was formed. 

I note that this committee has gone out of its way to make sure that it keeps a close eye on how the government is 
responding to the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. What is very interesting 
is that the royal commission, at recommendation 7.3, said that every jurisdiction in Australia should incorporate 
five groups of people as mandatory reporters. In other words, if a person who is in one of those five groups came 
across information that caused them to have a reasonable belief a child was being abused, they would have 
a mandatory obligation to report it. The royal commission felt very strongly about this and recommended that every 
jurisdiction in Australia bring in these five groups of mandatory reporters. Here we are today on 10 June 2020, 
and how many of those five groups does Western Australia have as mandatory reporters? Zero. Not one of those 
groups is currently a mandatory reporter in Western Australia—not one. The Royal Commission into Institutional 
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse recommends all five groups be included across the nation. Western Australia 
has zero. The Parliament of Western Australia has a committee, which is the Joint Standing Committee on the 
Commissioner for Children and Young people, that quite appropriately takes it upon itself to monitor how the 
government is going in implementing those recommendations, and, still, nothing moves the government. We continue 
to have not one of those five groups as mandatory reporters in Western Australia. What will it take to move this 
government to ensure that all five groups become mandatory reporters? How seriously are we going to take the 
royal commission’s recommendations into child sexual abuse? 

I recall that at the time the royal commission was on and at the time it handed down its report, in the typical way that 
politics is run in our nation, parliamentarians across the political divide would try to trip over themselves in their 
haste to be the first to be out there to say, “We’re serious about tackling child sexual abuse; we support the work 
of the royal commission.” Members know what it is like; we see it all the time, yet here we are on 10 June 2020 
and nothing has changed in Western Australia. It may interest members to know that every other jurisdiction in 
Australia has two of those five groups as mandatory reporters—that is, out-of-home care workers and childcare 
workers. We do not have it. The government is totally silent on that issue despite the fact that we have entrusted 
a committee of this Parliament to oversee that work. I thank Hon Dr Sally Talbot for drawing that to our attention in 
this annual report. I understand why the government continues to regularly be frustrated with Wednesday afternoons 
when these kind of matters are drawn to its attention. It hates Wednesday afternoons, and hates it when examination 
is undertaken of committee reports and that examination exposes inactivity on the part of the government, 
particularly on something as serious as the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. 

Interestingly, one of those five groups is ministers of religion. I recall at a certain point in time the government 
running out to the media and letting everybody know that it was going to make ministers of religion mandatory 
reporters. I recall it well because as shadow Minister for Child Protection, it was my responsibility to respond to 
those remarks made by the Minister for Child Protection at the time—and respond I did, indicating that the Liberal 
opposition supports the recommendations of the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual 
Abuse. That was a long time ago, and here we are, and nothing has happened. The government has greater 
priorities. The government’s big priorities included things like trying to bring in a surrogacy bill that caused unlawful 
discrimination against women. Those are the types of big priorities that this government has had, instead of actually 
responding to the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. This is despite the fact that 
the government has a committee of four hardworking parliamentarians, led by the most capable Hon Dr Sally Talbot, 
overseeing the government’s response. Despite that, nothing moves this government. 
I understand that ministers want to take a break on a Wednesday afternoon, and take 60 minutes for pause, 
refreshment and a break to undertake other activities; I get that, but surely somebody should be responsible. 
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Whenever we bring up these types of issues in these reports, whether it is a matter as serious as this one or any other 
matter, surely someone from government should have the responsibility to stand up and explain what is going on. 
Otherwise, why waste Hon Dr Sally Talbot’s time by getting her to pen this foreword and chair this committee? 
Members may note that Hon Dr Sally Talbot participated in a plethora of public hearings over the financial year in 
question. I happen to know the honourable member serves on multiple committees; why waste her time and that of 
other members if, when they raise issues and bring them to our attention, no-one in government responds? There has 
been nothing. It is as if the Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People might as 
well not even have bothered keeping under review the state government’s ongoing response to the Royal Commission 
into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. It might as well not have bothered. It was a waste of its time, 
because the government’s attitude is “We have such little regard for the work of this committee and this particular 
issue that we don’t even feel like we need to respond.” Nothing. 
As members know, this is not an isolated incident. We saw the same thing in the Martin case and in the Atoms 
case. It does not matter which one it is; this is the standard response. The standard response is: it is Wednesday 
afternoon; it is time to go on holiday for an hour. 
The CHAIR: Order, members! The question is that the report be noted. Hon Nick Goiran. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: Thank you, Mr Chairman. I will not take up too much more time, because I would like to 
get to some of these other reports. 
In conclusion, the point is this: the Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People 
has quite correctly and appropriately taken it upon itself to be a watchdog over this government and its response 
to the royal commission’s recommendations, and I commend it for doing that. The committee has drawn to our 
attention that it has done this extensively over a 12-month period. As shadow Minister for Child Protection, I draw 
to members’ attention that one of the key recommendations that came out of the royal commission is that there 
should be five groups of mandatory reporters, yet this government has done nothing on that; none of the five are 
mandatory reporters in this state. With regard to two of the five groups, every other state and jurisdiction in the 
nation has them as mandatory reporters. My point is this: I think it would be appropriate for someone in government 
to respond to that; otherwise, we are simply treating with contempt these committees and the work they do. I refer 
to not only the honourable members serving on these committees, but also the hardworking research officers, and at 
least two, if not all three, of the committee staff listed here are staff I have worked with previously and found to be 
of the highest calibre. Let us not waste their time, either—keeping in mind that the taxpayer of Western Australia 
ultimately funds these committees through the auspices of the Parliament. 
For those reasons, if no other member has anything to say on this report, I would like consideration of it to be 
deferred to the next sitting so that we might be able to hear from the government on this issue that the committee 
has been overseeing. The committee has said that it is keeping under review the state government’s response to 
the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse, so is it not appropriate for someone 
within government to stand up and say, “Well, this is our response; this is where we’re up to”? At this point in 
time, there are supposed to be five groups of mandatory reporters in place, but we have none in this state. 
Resolved, on motion by Hon Nick Goiran, that consideration of the report be postponed to the next sitting 
of the Council. 
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